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The death of Sabouraud on February 5, 1938 severed another
link which bound us to the immortal dermatologic masters of
yesterday. On the twenty-eighth of July 1929, in the for-
tieth year of his labors at the Hospital Saint-Louis, and the
sixty-fifth of his life, there foregathered in the great hall of the
Museum at that historic institution a large body of the repre-
sentative men of France, with the sole object in view of doing all
possible honor to one Raymond Jacques Sabouraud. French
dermatology was represented by Jeanselme, Milian, Gougerot,
Pautrier and Bodin; eulogies were read from almost every derma-
tologic society in Europe. The Pasteur Institute was repre-
sented by Roux. Why was this man so honored, and who was
he? It all began on an October day in 1890 when Sabouraud,
then a hospital interne under Vidal, enrolled for a course of bac-
teriology at the Pasteur Institute. At that time Louis Pasteur
was still alive but too old to do more than pass between the work
tables, watching the developments of his scientific work.
It was Emile Roux and Elie Metchnikoff who were his real
teachers. In 1892 Sabouraud became an interne under Besnier,
and in 1893, began at the Laboratoire Alibert, with the help of
Bodin, his life's work on the dermatomycoses. With his usual
generosity he gave David Gruby (1810—98) full credit for his
discovery of the microsporon Audouini which Gruby named after
the famous botanist. With a crude microscope Gruby had
demonstrated the fungi around and within the hair shaft. Sabou-
raud renewed these discoveries, which had been almost forgotten.
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In 1897 Sabouraud was appointed by the City of Paris to be
chief of a newly created municipal laboratory for the study of tn-
chophytosis. It was in this institution and at the Hospital Saint-
Louis that he conducted his research work which with startling
rapidity clarified much of the etiology, pathology, parasitology
and treatment of the fungous diseases. Original articles, books
and monographs followed each other rapidly. "Les Teignes"
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which appeared in Paris in 1910 contains over one thousand pages,
and was the first complete treatise on the subject. In 1904 in
collaboration with Noire, Sabouraud devised a method of com-
plete epilation of the scalp in tinea tonsurans, by means of the
roentgen rays. This revolutionized the therapy of this disease,
and greatly reduced its incidence in France. He clarified many
details of seborrheic dermatitis. His classification of the tn-
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chophytoses was so perfect that it is used in the last edition of
Ormsby's textbook. He named the epidermophyton inguinale,
and in 1910 demonstrated this fungus between the toes.
From a cultural standpoint Sabouraud classified over fifty
varieties of fungi responsible for the various dermophytoses. No
work on mycology can be considered complete without reference
to this great mycologist. His life's work in the fungous diseases
was as outstanding as Fournier's was in syphilis, and it is interest-
ing to know that he was an interne under Fournier, and also at
the head of that master syphilologist's laboratory.
Sabouraud was convinced that seborrhea oleosa was caused by
his microbacillus and that when it occurred in the scalp it caused
a permanent loss of hair, but he also believed that certain factors,
such as a proper "soil," or susceptibility, were necessary for the
development of this organism. He did an enormous amount of
investigative work in the alopecias, eczema and the streptococcic
and pityriasic dermatoses. Sabouraud was a splendid teacher
and for years most of his Thursdays and Saturdays were taken
up with clinical and pathological demonstrations in mycology.
To realize what he accomplished one must remember that when
he began his work, French dermatology, despite Bazin's efforts
to dispel it, was still laboring in the fog of the dartrous diatheses.
The fierce light cast by the microbic and fungous researches of
Sabouraud did much to dispel it forever.
Sabouraud with his proverbial modesty attributed all his out-
standing success in mycology to his capacity for work. In his
farewell address at his Scientific Jubilee in 1929 he stated, "It is
true, I have worked all my life. I have always considered myself
as a tool, which I have put in service as best I could, but I must
not glory in it; certain men are born workers, just as others are
born lazy. Man does what he is born to do, because he is unable
to act otherwise. If I have worked, it is because I never knew
how to rest. I was neither a Claude Bernard nor a Pasteur. I
was not sufficiently great to point out new paths to succeeding
generations. I was a simple worker in the path that fate had
traced for me. As problems were offered for solution, I applied
to them the lessons I had learned from my preceptors."
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In considering Sabouraud's eminence in mycology, one should
not lose sight of the fact that he was also an expert in the clinical
diagnosis of dermatoses; under the aegis of Vidal and Besnier, it
could not well be otherwise. In a public letter to Professor
Nékám on the occasion of the last International Dermatological
Congress in Budapest in 1935, referring to his past career at the
Hospital Saint-Louis, he states, "One does not learn derma-
tology exclusively from reading it. I have never in my life read
a dermatological work in its entirety.
"I learned from Vidal the absolute necessity of diagnosis by in-
spection alone, in which he was a master. We spoke of his diag-.
nosis as 'telescopic' because he could on many occasions make a
diagnosis by inspection at a distance of three meters from the
patient.
"Besnier was equally proficient, and it was he who suggested
that I devote my time to the tineas."
Sabouraud is no more, but the man and the results of his teach-
ings and research will go thundering through the ages. Salut
et adieu grand maItre. Requiescat in pace.
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